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FOREWORD
During our 50 years of marriage, my late wife often said to me, “Bill,
you really need to write a book.” She knew I loved to write and she thought
I had a talent for it. But for some reason, I could never decide what kind of
book to write; consequently, I never did. My writing was typically limited to
various business communications, letters, and opinion articles. After finally
deciding to write this book, I quickly found the task more difficult than I had
expected. Because of this, I needed a strong sense of purpose and commitment to remain steadfast.
When my beloved wife died suddenly in June 2016, my grief was
understandably painful and continues to this day. My only comfort came from
the belief that her precious soul was in heaven where I would someday join
her. As a Christian, this is what I had always heard and believed; however, I
wanted to see if the Bible confirmed what I had been taught. Knowing that
scriptural misinterpretations often stem from wishful thinking rather than
from lack of understanding, my direction became clear. I had to write a book
about life after death, according to what the Bible actually says. I hoped that
my search for the truth would bear the kind of fruit that would satisfy my
need to know, as well as that of those who will read what I have found.
Having made the decision to write the book, I first sought counsel
from my dear friend and pastor, Dr. Randy White. My wife and I had
become friends with him and his family in Katy, Texas where he pastored
our church. When he moved to a much smaller church in Taos, New Mexico,
we continued to follow his teaching online and continued our friendship as
well. One of the benefits of his relocation was the time and freedom it gave
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him to write and produce more Bible study material. In fact, he founded his
own publishing company, Dispensational Publishing House (dispensationalpublishing.com), which is the publisher of this book. When I told him of my
desire to write such a book, he was not only encouraging but also committed

to editing, publishing, and marketing my work. This gave me the confidence to
proceed on a journey that has been enlightening, challenging, and somewhat
arduous at times. I have told friends and family that if I were writing a book
based on anything other than God’s Word, I could probably complete it in
a couple of months, not a couple of years. Although I thought I knew the
Bible fairly well, my eyes were opened through more intensive searching and
allowing Scripture to interpret itself. Continuing to benefit from Dr. White’s
teaching and Bible study methodology has been invaluable throughout this
process. I kept in mind that if I am claiming to represent what Scripture
actually says, as much as possible I had better make sure I get it right.
I have to admit that not every question we may have about life after
death has a crystal-clear answer in God’s Word and that some answers may
not be found in a single verse or passage. However, I hope to have been careful
to document those truths which appear very solid and to acknowledge areas
in which different interpretations exist. My hope is that readers will be able
to take comfort in what I have studied and that they will find it interesting,
encouraging, and engaging to the end.

CHAP TER 1

FROM DEATH TO AFTERLIFE
What Happens When We Die?
It’s the question everyone asks throughout much of their lives: “What
happens when we die?” Every civilization from ancient times through the
present day has believed in some sort of afterlife. Even though there have
always been individuals who choose to deny that there is life after death, the
majority of people have believed that there is. There have been numerous
popular books and movies that claim to be accounts of a person experiencing death and then returning to describe the afterlife. This affirms that
there is an apparently insatiable desire to know the answer to this question.
Although such accounts may be interesting and entertaining, they lack credible evidence. Many of these accounts have rightly been discredited; therefore,
the search for the true answer continues.
The various ways in which a person answers this question are based
on an individual’s philosophy. If placed on a spectrum, the answers would
range from atheism and agnosticism to Eastern mysticism to New Age spiritualism and finally, to Christianity, Judaism and Islam. Because we live in a
postmodern era, the popular culture insists that that there is no such thing as
absolute truth. In this view, each person can choose his own version of truth
and different versions are presumably equivalent. The notion that there is only
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one source of truth is disputed and ridiculed by postmodernists. Denying
absolute truth gives postmodernists confidence that an individual’s answer
to the question of life after death is a personal matter. However, opposition
to their position is simply unacceptable.

Some choose the atheistic answer that denies any sort of afterlife.
Therefore, they live with the conviction, and probably the hope, that there
is nothing beyond the grave. This philosophy allows one to live life trusting
that there is no spiritual component to human beings. As such, there can be
no judgment by some transcendent god. There are even those who claim to
be Christians who believe that when we die we are annihilated, thus denying
any afterlife. Agnostics, being unconvinced of the existence of God, may
attempt to live a life that they hope will be pleasing to God – just in case
there really is one.
Others embrace various concepts of a spiritual afterlife. A superintending deity or power that has sovereignty over the spiritual and physical
realms may be part of this belief system. Every theological philosophy has
put forth its ideas on this vital question, yet many people remain unclear
about what to believe. Since these ideas vary widely and are in conflict with
one another, it should be obvious that they cannot all be correct, even though
postmodernism attempts to claim that they are. This conflict exists primarily
because all but one of these philosophies are man-made. Such philosophies
represent the imaginations of men and can be molded and even blended by
the individual to meet his or her emotional and intellectual preferences. As
with most decisions in life, our choices often come down to believing what we
want to believe. By believing what we want to believe, we are simply adopting
an answer that most appeals to us and provides some level of confidence and
inner peace.

